Philosophy 151

Assessment Plan

The success of the course in achieving the goals and objectives of the relevant category of the GEC will be assessed in three ways:

· Instructors will conduct a Carmen survey designed to elicit the students’ percep​tion of the success of the course in fostering the relevant GEC goals and objec​tives.

· Adjustments will be made to future teaching on the basis of student comments that seem to be especially pedagogically insightful, and on the basis of student comments that express a broad trend of student sentiment (if students don’t see how some exercise related to argument validity is not related, and complaints are made to this effect, then perhaps the exercise could be improved or its relation to validity clarified, for example)
· Instructors will determine the relevance of specific graded assignments to the particular GEC goals and objectives and examine student performance on the separate assignments to determine whether that performance indicates successful achievement of those goals and objectives.

· Specifically, instructors will use the midterm to assess student performance in the construction of valid arguments and deductive reasoning

· Note: skills in making valid arguments and understanding deductive reasoning are a GEC goals and objectives

· And instructors will use the final exam to assess student performance in inductive reasoning

· Note: skill in understanding inductive reasoning is a GEC goal or objective

· Adjustments will be made to future teaching with an eye toward increasing student achievement in understanding deductive and inductive reasoning, and in constructing valid arguments. Thus, if students seem to do poorly on one section, different instructional techniques can be tried to improve student achievement. There is a certain amount of trial-and-error in this approach.
· Instructors will write and submit to the department’s Teaching Evaluation Committee a short narrative detailing overall student performance with respect to the various course objectives.

· If 151 gets a new instructor in a given year, that instructor will have access to the past insights gained by previous instructors through reviewing these short narratives

